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Introduction

Wl The Los Angeles Airport Police organization was established in

LO1 ﬁ,\ f‘gé;% % %[C %55?5 1946 arfd given ftTll police officer auth?rity in 1968. Over the last‘64
Yy — years, airport police officers have provided law enforcement services
to the airports of the City of Los Angeles owned and operated by
Los Angeles World Airports (LAWA) — Los Angeles International
(LAX), LA/Ontario International (ONT) and Van Nuys (VNY)
airports. Today, in addition to patrol units, Airport Police deploys
K-9, crime scene investigation, special response, emergency services,
and motorcycle units. Airport officers are California peace officers
and are trained at the LAPD Academy. The agency, however,
is independent of the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD).
Although it is actually a division of the Los Angeles Department
of Airports, it is the fourth largest law enforcement agency in Los

Angeles County.

Periodically through the years, a suggestion has been made that the
LAPD) consider taking over law enforcement at LAX. In 1999, the
voters adopted a new City charter that provides in § 636 that the
Airport Police shall remain under the independent and autonomous
control of the Department of Airports. Subsequently, Los Angeles

voters overwhelmingly rejected an amendment to the City Charter

that would have facilitated combining airport police with LAPD.
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LAWA's Airport System

Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) is the world’s #1
origination/destination airport and ranks fifth overall in passenger
traffic and sixth overall in air cargo tonnage handled. In 2009, more
than 56 million people traveled through LAX. A commerce leader,
its air cargo system handled more than two million tons of goods.
LAX handled about 70 percent of the passengers, 75 percent of the
air cargo, and 95 percent of the international passengers and cargo

traffic in the five-county Southern California region.

LA/Ontario International Airport (ONT) is a medium-

hub, full-service airport with commercial jet service to major U.S.
cities and through service to many international destinations. ONT
is located in the Inland Empire, approximately 35 miles east of
downtown Los Angeles in the center of Southern California. The
airport is the centerpiece of one of the fastest-growing transportation

regions in the United States.

Van Nuys Airport (VNY) is located in the heart of the San
Fernando Valley and ranks as one of the world’s busiest general
aviation airport. VNY averages nearly one-half million takeoffs and
landings annually. More than 100 businesses are located on the 730-
acre airport, including six major fixed-base operators and numerous

aviation service companies.

Officers assigned to ONT may be Airport Police Officers who
perform law enforcement functions only or Airport Safety Officers
who conduct law enforcement and aircraft rescue and fire fighting

functions.




Recognized by federal authorities

Los Angeles Airport Police have been recognized by federal
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Because the nature of policing an airport is unique, Airport Police
are specially trained to address all types of crime, particularly crimes
that are unique to aviation environments, and carry out their duties

successfully every day.

The federal Transportation Security Administration has praised

the work of the Airport Police at a time of heightened sensitivity to
aviation security. With the Airport Police under the direct control
of the Los Angeles Board of Airport Commissioners and the LAWA
administration, , the traveling public is assured that law enforcement

can react swiftly to rapidly unfolding developments at the city’s

airports.




Specialized Law Enforcement
Function

LO S ANGE LES AIRPO T All Airport Police officers receive special aviation training in addition
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to regular police training, which is virtually identical to that required
of LAPD officers. The airport police’s special focus on serving the
aviation communities enable them to better address and quickly
respond to airport-specific concerns. Airport police officers have

the ability to fully respond to the increased security needs in the
aftermath of September 11th. In this time of heightened airport
security, the City of Los Angeles is fortunate to have a specialized and

dedicated force at its airports.

Because of the unique nature of aviation security, the Airport Police
are a proactive law enforcement agency whose mission is to prevent
crimes from happening, rather than a reactive agency that responds
to crimes. Moreover, given that airports operate in a competitive

business environment, the Airport Police are committed to superior

customer service and ensuring that airport users trust that the

airports are safe and secure.




Specialized Training

Given the unique aspects of airport and aviation security, it is
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results are averted. Therefore, Airport Police officers are specially
trained to detect crimes that might occur in unique aviation
environments. In addition to graduating from a Peace Officer
Standards and Training (POST) certified police academy, Airport
Police officers must successfully complete a POST-certified aviation
security curriculum. Moreover, Los Angeles Airport Police officers
conduct law enforcement aviation training for police agencies from
throughout the state — a further testament to the professionalism and

expertise of Los Angeles Airport Police.

The federal Transportation Security Administration has praised

the work of the Airport Police at a time of heightened sensitivity

to aviation security. In the aftermath of September 11, 2001, the
Airport Police was lauded by a number of federal agencies including
the Federal Aviation Administration, Transportation Security
Administration and FBI) for their management and handling of
complex law enforcement issues. Equally significant is the fact

that air carriers repeatedly have praised the Airport Police for
protecting passengers and aircraft at LAX and ONT in a customer-
friendly manner. LAX Airport Police received further accolades

for their handling of the July 4, 2002, shootings in the Tom Bradley

International Terminal.




Conclusion

Over the last two decades, increasing use of air travel has placed

LO S ANGE LES AIRPO T important responsibilities on public safety officers at airports --
A AP oA — 1O highlighted by the events in the United States on September 11,

2001, that have led to a host of new and additional requirements
for surveillance and screening of air passengers and air cargo in
order to maximize public safety and security at public airports.
With Americans overwhelmingly demanding enhanced security at
airports, Los Angeles Airport Police officers provide a critical role in

safeguarding the flying public.

The expansion of Los Angeles Airport Police and its requisite

duties have been measured and support the additional aviation law
enforcement, security and counter-terrorism mandates that an ever-
changing global environment requires. Today, Los Angeles Airport
Police is a first-responder organization that has evolved into a bona
fide law enforcement agency of more than 1,000 highly trained
sworn and civilian employees since its beginning in 1946. Providing

law enforcement and security services at all three of LAWA’s airports

in two counties is Airport Police’s primary concern.







